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Box No. 1 Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
M the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the 
purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ on paper 

□ in electronic form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in electronic form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andtor table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-43 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-43 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-43 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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Re Item VIII. 

1 . Claims 39-43 contain references to the description and the drawings. According to 
Rule 6.2(a) PCT, claims should not contain such references except where absolutely 
necessary, which is not the case here. 

As a result, the subject-matter of these claims is not clearly defined, such that the 
requirements of Article 6 PCT are not met. 

Re Item V. 

2. Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : US 4 714 370 A (CHEN ET AL) 22 December 1987 (1987-12-22) 

3. NOVELTY AND INVENTIVE STEP 

3.1 D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, discloses (cf. 
col. 2, 1. 32-47; Fig. 2; the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
A bracket suitable for engaging one or more struts, 

comprising a body portion ("body 2") and one or more arm portions extending 
from the body portion ("shaft arms 22"). 
From this, the subject-matter of independent claim 1 differs in that the arm portions 

include: 

At least one pair of parallel grooves adapted to releaseably engage 
complementary lips of the strut; 

and at least one recessed region adapted to securely engage one or more 
crimped portions of the strut. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as facilitate 
mounting of the struts, cf. the description on p. 6, 1. 23-31 . 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
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considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) since none of the 
documents cited in the search report describe such a solution, in particular such a 
recessed region. 

3.2 As a further result, the corresponding method claims 22 and 36 are also considered 
as novel and as involving an inventive step. 

3.3 Claims 2-21, 23-35 and 37-43 are dependent on claim 1 , 22 and 36, respectively, 
and as such also meet the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and 
inventive step. 

4. FURTHER OBJECTIONS 

4.1 Independent claim 1 is not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) PCT, 
which in the present case would be appropriate. 

4.2 The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 
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